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October 16, 2010

Dear County Road Commissioners,

This letter is in response to your request for support of a new county road from CR

FY to CR IAA.  The Powell Township Board passed the Resolution provided by

MCRC at our October 12th Board meeting.  It was not a unanimous vote.  As the

Supervisor for Powell Township, I voted against the Resolution

I am against the creation of another dead end road in Marquette County.

Powell Township is plagued with dead end roads, including CR 550.  Our

township has at least 7 dead end black top roads with many containing old

bridges and culverts.  County Road 550 has at least 3 critical bridges in need of

repair or replacement. 

Another dead end road will not encourage future local economic growth in

Marquette County or the surrounding Townships.  If there is no local economic

benefit to the road, when the mining interest ends in northern Marquette County,

the new road will become an unnecessary economic burden.  Dead end roads

are not a priority when it comes to funding compared to a thoroughfare.  The

extension of CR 550, or whatever name the road would have, would be much

more likely to obtain funding in the future as the economic base in the area

grows.

I support a new County Road that would connect CR 550 to US 41/CR FY. There is

a segment of approximately 7 miles between the proposed road and CR 550.  If

connected, the Yellow Dog Plains would be approximately 35 miles from

Marquette via CR 550 versus 45 to 50 miles using US41 and the proposed road.

The extension of CR 550 would be more beneficial to the County, all the

Townships, recreational interests, the logging industry and the Mining industry.

Northern and western Marquette County has been economically depressed for

many years and the new mining interest has given both areas a chance for

future economic development.  A through road in these areas would be

beneficial to all of the residents of Marquette County including the residents of

Powell Township.  

If you review the resolution you provided in light of the above discussion,  a new

connecting road between US41/CR FY and CR 550 would achieve all of the

objectives of the resolution.  It would not create a new dead end road that will

be forgotten when the mining interest ends.  Seven miles of road may be

expensive now but the long term gain would surely be worth the investment. 

Sincerely,

Daryl Wilcox 

Powell Township Supervisor  

 Powell Township is an Equal Opportunity provider and Employer Powell Township is an Equal Opportunity provider and Employer Powell Township is an Equal Opportunity provider and Employer Powell Township is an Equal Opportunity provider and Employer


